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I received my Ph.D. in economics from Columbia University in 1970. My research has
focused on economic models of the determinants of health, the economics of substance use and
abuse, and the determinants of interest rates on tax-exempt hospital bonds. My recently
completed studies deal with the effects of excise taxes on cigarette smoking by pregnant women,
the relationship between substance use and risky sexual behavior by teenagers, the economics of
obesity, and the effects of managed care on hospital prices for bypass surgery and for
angioplasty. My current research deals with the effects of the introduction of national health
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I live in Manhattan with my wife, llene, a consultant in the design and management of
computer systems for financial services. We have two grown daughters: Sandy, a free-lance
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